The origin of CHEMISTRY, like the origin of every other science that early dawned upon mankind, lies buried beneath the dark fables of antiquity. The ascription of the discovery of truths, or the invention of arts, beneficial to mankind, to supernatural beings, was so general during those dark ages of ignorance and superstition, that we are not to wonder that the science of chemistry was supposed to have had a divine origin.
If music, poetry, and painting; if the arts of making wine, raising grain, healing the sick, had their tutelary deities who were supposed to have taught them to man, if the Egyptian, when he beheld the Nile, without any apparent cause to him, who was ignorant of its source, periodically overflow its banks, fertilize his land, and then peaceably retire within its proper limits, supposed it to descend from heaven, should we not expect that chemistry, a science to which almost all others owe their birth, would have been supposed to have been derived from the GODS? Accordingly we find this to be the prevailing opinion-among the ancients. But however interesting an investigation of these fables may be to such as imagine them allegorical accounts of the origin of chemistry, we must pass them over as the unmeaning offspring of IGNORANCE and SUPERSTITION.
Were we to endeavor to search out the true origin of chemistry, we should find ourselves bewildered to little or no purpose among the multifarious traditions of antiquity; like the traveller who should in vain attempt to ascertain the true source of a great river, formed by the union of a number of small streams, we should after much labour and disappointment give up the pursuit as one in which the effect produced would not repay us for the labour endured.
The Arabians appear to have been the first people who made any considerable progress in chemistry. For, however great the extent of knowledge in this science the
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